SFYFC009 Safe Transportation Guidelines

[image: image1.png]



SAFE TRANSPORTATION GUILDELINES FOR CLUBS
Created March 2008

GUIDELINES FOR ALL MEMBERS INVOLVED IN TRANSPORTING CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE (hereafter known as Children)
· If you are asked to, or there is a requirement to, transport an under 18 home from a YFC event or meeting we suggest the following:-
· Check the members parental consent form, there has to be a tick in the box stating that their parent/guardian is happy for them to be transported by a member of Suffolk YFC – if this is not ticked or you do not have access to a copy of the parental consent form DO NOT AGREE

· Prior to leaving the venue phone the under 18’s parent and tell them you are leaving now, which way you will be going home and how long you expect it to take.

· If possible ensure that you are not alone with a member of the opposite sex

· Be aware that the safety and welfare of the child is your responsibility until they are  safely passed over to a parent/carer

· Ensure that your behaviour is appropriate at all times

· Ensure that all arrangements ensure vehicle, passenger and driver safety including having proper and appropriate insurance for the type of vehicle being driven

· Ensure that any impromptu arrangements of lifts can be justified if questioned

· Take into account any specific needs that the child may have
· It is a legal requirement that all passengers should wear seat belts and it is the responsibility of the member to ensure that this requirement is met
· Members should also be aware and adhere to the use of car seats for younger children bearing in mind the new height restrictions.
· Where members transport children in a vehicle which requires a specialist license/insurance e.g. HGV or towing a trailer - members should ensure that they have appropriate licence/insurance to drive such a vehicle.

MOST OF ALL, IF YOU ARE NOT CONFIDENT OR COMFORTABLE WITH A SITUATION YOU ARE ASKED TO BE IN PLEASE REFUSE OR ASK FOR ASSISTANCE.  YOU ARE NOT EXPECTED TO TRANSPORT UNDER 18’S.
